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This fortress, built by nature for herself,

Against infection, and the hand of war;

This happy breed of men, this little world;

This precious stone set in the silver sea,

Which serves it in the office of a wall,

Or as a moat defensive to a house,

Against the envy of less happier lands;

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England,

This nurse, this teeming womb of royal kings,

Fear'd by their breed, and famous by their birth, &c.

Add the famous passage in King John:

This England never did, nor ever shall,

Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror,

But when it first did help to wound itself.

Now these her princes are come home again,

Come the three corners of the world in arms,

And we shall shock them: nought shall make us rue,

If England to itself do rest but true.

And it certainly seems that Shakespeare's historic
dramas produced a very deep effect on the
minds of the English people, and in earlier
times they were familiar even to the least in-
formed of all ranks, according to the relation
of Bishop Corbett. Marlborough, we know, was
not ashamed to confess that his principal
acquaintance with English history was derived
from them; and I believe that a large part of
the information as to our old names and achieve-
ments, even now, abroad is due, directly or
indirectly, to Shakespeare.

Admirable is the judgment with which Shakes-
peare always in the first scenes prepares, yet
how naturally, and with what concealment of
art, for the catastrophe. Observe how he here
presents the germ of all the after events in
Richard's insincerity, partiality, arbitrariness, and
favoritism, and in the proud, tempestuous, temp-